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NOTE:	All minutes are final after approval by the committee and all approved resolutions are subject to final approval by the USTA NorCal Board. 

Chris Preston, chair of the Officials Committee, called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm and roll call was conducted. The meeting was held by Google Meet video conference.

Committee Members Present: Chris Preston (Chair), May Bhetraratana, Craig Pasqua, Joan Vormbaum, Kevin Ware

Committee Members Absent: Cheri King, Tom McTighe

USTA NorCal Staff Present: Beth Workeneh (Sr Mgr Junior Competition), Vinod Herur (Officials and Sportsmanship Specialist)

1. Call to Order and Roll Call. Chris Preston (Chair) called the meeting to order at 7:34pm and roll call was conducted.
2. Approval of Minutes.  The Committee considered approval of the minutes of the meeting held February 11, 2025. The motion was duly made by Joan Vormbaum, seconded by May Bhetraratana, and approved by a vote of six in favor, none opposed, and no abstentions:

RESOLVED:  That the minutes of the Umpires and Referees Committee meeting held February 11, 2025 be approved.
3. Chair Report. The chair reviewed the charter and objectives of the Officials Committee and the need for representation from all areas of the Section, the need to recruit by reaching out to officials in other sports and the need to have a way for officials to ask and discuss officiating and officiating-related matters via an online system.
4. Staff Report. Staff initiated a discussion with the committee on offering scholarships to officials to attend Officiating summits/events. Staff was requested to come back with a proposal. Staff presented an update on the recruitment efforts, training events and using Officials First for assigning community events.
5. Officiating Awards. The committee considered the Officiating Award categories to be presented for the year 2024-2025.

RESOLVED: That, effective immediately the following criteria for the Officials Awards is hereby approved.
	Officials Awards & Criteria

	Process: Selected by the USTA NorCal Officials Committee. Nominations will be accepted throughout the year and the committee votes on the nominees.

	Umpire of the Year:
Awarded to an individual who demonstrates outstanding ability and performance as an umpire for dedication to excellence and commitment to professionalism both on and off the court.  
	· Must be a current certified umpire.
· Based on outstanding ability and performance as an umpire for dedication to excellence and a commitment to professionalism both on and off the court.
· Must work at least 15 days.
· Cannot be on probation/suspension in that year.
· Must be in good standing with USTA and USTA NorCal. 
· Cannot win the award 2 years in a row.

	Referee of the Year:
Awarded to an individual who demonstrates outstanding ability and performance as a referee for dedication to excellence and a commitment to professionalism both on and off court.
	· Must be a current USTA certified referee.
· Based on outstanding ability and performance as a referee for dedication to excellence and a commitment to professionalism both on and off the court.
· Must work at least 2 tournaments in that year.
· Cannot be on probation/suspension in that year.
· Must be in good standing with USTA and USTA NorCal.
· Cannot win the award 2 years in a row.

	Rookie Umpire of the Year:
Awarded to an individual who is in his or her first 3 years of umpiring that demonstrates an outstanding quality of work, determination to grow in knowledge and skill and enthusiasm, and support of the officiating team.
	· Awarded to a certified umpire in his/her first 3 years.
· Based on the outstanding quality of work, determination to grow in knowledge and skill, and enthusiasm and support of the officiating team. 
· Must work at least 15 days.
· Cannot be on probation/suspension in that year.
· Must be in good standing with USTA and USTA NorCal.
· Can only win the award once.

	Shadow Mentor of the Year Award:
Awarded to an umpire who has excelled in mentoring new officials through their shadowing requirements.
	· Must be a current certified official.
· Umpire who has had the most impact on new umpires shadowing them during the current certification year.
· Based on data from the Section Chairperson for Officials, NorCal staff, National Officiating office, etc.
· Must be in good standing with USTA and USTA NorCal.
· Cannot be on probation/suspension in that year.
· Cannot win the award 2 years in a row.

	Excellence in Development Award:
Awarded to an umpire who has demonstrated a dedication to learning and improving their officiating.
	· Must be a current certified official.
· An Umpire who has attended in-person workshops/COE/ITF Badge Schools in the current certification year.
· Based on learning records in the Officiating Development Hub and ITF.
· Work records should show development results (increasing levels of responsibilities).
· Must be in good standing with USTA and USTA NorCal.
· Cannot be on probation/suspension in that year.
· Cannot win the award 2 years in a row.


by a vote of 5 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstaining, and 0 recusals.

6. New Business. No new business was introduced.

There being no further issues or discussion to come before the Committee, the meeting was adjourned at 8:42 pm.

Submitted by:

Vinod Herur
USTA NorCal
Officials and Sportsmanship Specialist
Page 1 of 2
image1.png
USTA-=¢

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA




